Teaching Colloquy
Religion 5399-01; Fall 2006

Rosalie Beck; Dean Martin

I.
Goals
1.
To help you gain insights into the intellectual development of students;

2.
To introduce you to practical approaches to classroom instruction;

3.
To expose you to modern theories of teaching and learning;

4. To offer you an opportunity to implement what you have learned.

5.
To aid you in preparing for a new job.

II.
Objectives
You should be able to:

1.
Construct an exam that measures several types of learning;

2.
Articulate your philosophy of teaching;

3. Employ various classroom techniques to engage students in the learning process;

4. Write a course syllabus and a personal resume;

5.
Begin keeping a teaching journal.

III.
Course Requirements
1.
To attend class and to participate in seminar discussions.

2. To prepare a satisfactory Teaching Portfolio.

3. To introduce Colloquy facilitators.

4. To participate in regular peer meetings;

5. To teach or co-teach one class during the 2006/2007 school year.

IV.
Textbooks

Brinkley, Alan, et. al. The Chicago Handbook for Teachers. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1999.

Goldsmith, John A., et. al. The Chicago Guide to Your Academic Career. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2001.

V.
Tentative Schedule
Session 1:  
8/21

Introducing the Colloquy

Facilitator:  
Rosalie Beck

Description: 
We will discuss the purpose of the colloquy, get to know one another better, and discuss the purpose of teaching. We will discuss the creation of your teaching portfolio.

Readings: 
Alan Brinkley, et.al., The Chicago Handbook for Teachers (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,  1999), chapters 1 & 10.

Learning to Teach/Teaching to Learn

Session 2: 
08/28
Ways of Learning

Facilitator:
Michelle Powell, Education
Description:
Ms. Powell will lead a discussion of the different ways people learn. She will help us gain a familiarity with Bloom’s taxonomy of learning.

Readings:
“Teaching and Learning Styles,” Center for Teaching and Learning, University of North Carolina, <http://ctl.unc.edu/tfi1.html>; Benjamin Bloom, Taxonomy of Educational Objectives, pp. 25-43

Session 3:
9/11
Legal Issues from the Classroom

Facilitator: 
Anna Kay Hollon-Harris, Associate Registrar

Description:
Ms. Hollon-Harris will address confidentiality issues and the legal implications of confidentiality.

Readings:
Plagiarism: <http://www.prism-magazine.org/december/html/student_plagiarism_in_an_onlin.htm>;

Cheating: <http://www.blurofinsanity.com/cheatingpage.html> 
Session 4:  
9/18
Teacher/Student Relationships

Facilitator:
Anne-Marie Bowery, Philosophy
Description:
Professor Bowery will lead a discussion over understanding the relationship between students and teachers.

Reading:
Dan McGee, “Student-Faculty Relationships: Covenant in Search of a Model,” Department of Religion Lecture.

Session 5:  
9/25
Testing and Evaluation

Facilitator:
Elizabeth McEntire, Educational Psychology

Description:
Professor McEntire will lead a discussion of the issues surrounding testing and evaluation, emphasizing testing and evaluation that encourage higher levels of learning. 

Readings:
Alan Brinkley, et.al, “Testing and Evaluation,” 85-99; “Evaluating Student Learning,” <http://www.lib.utexas.edu/services/instruction/tips/eval/eval_learn.html>.

Session 6:  
10/02
Active Learning Strategies

Facilitator:
D. Thomas Hanks, English

Description:
Professor Hanks will lead a discussion of the nuts and bolts of teaching by considering the role of interpersonal relationships, communication skills, and classroom discussion in creating an active learning environment. We will give special attention to creating such an environment in a large class.

Reading:
Alan Brinkley, et.al., “Classroom Discussions,”  33-49; 

“Learning Styles,” <http://www.ncsu.edu/felder-public/Papers/LS-Prism.htm>.

The View from the Trenches:

Teaching Discipline-specific Introductory Courses
Session 7:  
10/09
Teaching Biblical Studies

Facilitator:
Sharyn Dowd, Religion
Description:
Professor Dowd will reflect on her experience of teaching Bible at the undergraduate level, especially making a large class conducive to learning.

Readings:
J. Bradley Chance, “American Scripture and Christian Scripture,” Teaching Theology and Religion  3 (October 2000): 157-163; Brinkley, et. al., 51-64.

Session 8:  
10/16
Teaching Church History and World Religions

Facilitator:
Christian van Gorder, Religion
Description:
Professor van Gorder will discuss designing an introductory world religions class. I will present some ideas on teaching the intro church history or Christian heritage course.
Readings:
“Teaching World Religions,” <http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/072.200112.hay.teachingworldreligions.html>; 


E. Brooks Hollifield, “On Teaching the History of Christianity: Traditions and Presuppositions,” Church History 72 (June 2003): 237-250.
Session 9:    
10/23
Professional Theological Education

Facilitator: 
Eric Holleyman, Religion
Description:
Professor Holleyman will discuss teaching in a theological school. Both theoretical and practical issues will be addressed.

Readings:
David Kelsey, “Between ‘Athens’ and ‘Berlin’,” and “Epilogue: Morals of the Tale,” in Between Athens and Berlin: The Theological Education Debate (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993), 1-27; Stephen H. Webb and William C. Placher, “Teaching Religion Religiously,” Teaching Theology & Religion 3 (June 2000): 81ff.

Session  10:  
10/30
Teaching Theology and Ethics

Facilitator:
Jonathan Tran, Religion
Description:
Professor Tran will lead a discussion on teaching undergraduate introductory courses in theology/ethics. He will share ideas about textbooks, course structure and syllabi, and assignments.

Readings:
Stephen H. Webb, “The Voice of Theology: Rethinking the Personal and the Objective in Christian Pedagogy,”  JAAR  65 (Winter 1997): 763-781; Brinkley, et. al., 117-132.
American Higher Education and the 

Academic Study of Religion

Session 11:  
11/06
“A Christian University”

Facilitator:
Larry Lyon, Dean, Graduate School

Description:
Dean Lyon will discuss the Baylor context: how do faculty make sense of their roles as professionals in their disciplines and as professors at a Baptist university? How does being Baptist affect Baylor’s likelihood for achieving a strong academic reputation? What impact does the institutional context have on the teaching of religion courses (in terms of course content, academic freedom in the classroom, etc.)?

Reading:
Richard John Neuhaus, “The Christian University: Eleven Theses,” First Things  59 (January 1996): 20-22; Larry Lyon and Michael Beaty, “Integration, Secularization, and the Two-Spheres View at Colleges: Comparing Baylor University with the University of Notre Dame and Georgetown,” Christian Scholar’s Review  29 (Fall 1999): 73-112.

Session 12:  
11/13
The Scholarly Teacher

Facilitator:
Mikeal Parsons, Religion
Description:
Professor Parsons will lead a discussion of how young faculty members can maintain a coherent research agenda while carrying heavy teaching responsibilities. He will also explore ways of integrating one’s research into the undergraduate classroom and how to involve undergraduates in meaningful ways in the professor’s research. He will also discuss tenure requirements at different kinds of institutions where research and publication are valued very differently.

Readings:
John Goldsmith, John Komlos, and Penny Gold, “Teaching and Research,” in Your Academic Career (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001), 161-209.
Session 13:
11/20
The Vocation of the Teacher: Teaching as Moral Instruction?

Facilitator:
Bob Darden, Journalism
Description:
Professor Darden will lead a discussion on the concept of the teaching career as vocatio. He will also provide practical suggestions for creating a “writing” mentality as a faculty member.

Readings:
Barbara  Gross Davis, Tools for Teaching, pp. 205-235; Gloria Durka, The Teacher’s Calling (Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2002), 3-25.


Session 14:
11/27

Getting a Job

Facilitator:
Randall O’Brien, Interim Provost

Description:
Professor O’Brien will lead a discussion providing practical suggestions for finding a job. He will point out where to look for job notices, how to prepare for interviews and what to expect during the process of job-hunting.

Reading:
Goldsmith, et. al., “Landing an Academic Job,” 99-131.

Session 15:  
12/04
Wrap-Up

Facilitator:
Rosalie Beck

Description:
We will take this time to fill out a final evaluation of the course and facilitators. This will be a time for discussion of the relevance and value of this course for future Ph.D. students. Attendance is mandatory for this meeting.

Reading:
Your teaching journal.

VI.
Information
	Office
	Tidwell 411

	Telephone
	254/710-3747

	E-mail
	Rosalie_Beck@baylor.edu


	Office Hours
	
	

	Monday
	
	9-10; 1-2

	Tuesday
	
	11:30-12:30

	Wednesday
	
	9-10; 2-5

	Thursday
	
	10:30-11:30

	Friday
	
	9-10


or by appointment
