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2003 BAPT Summer Seminar

Seminar Directors—Robert C. Roberts, Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at Baylor University, and W. Jay Wood, Associate Professor of Philosophy at Wheaton College, will direct the BAPT seminar Virtue Epistemology on May 18-23, 2003 at Moreau Seminary, adjacent to the campus of Notre Dame University in South Bend, IN. Past participants have discovered in Moreau a setting conducive to serious study, reflection, and community, and have left BAPT seminars with renewed minds and friendships.
Seminar Description—Twentieth century epistemologists attempted to complete the enlightenment project of devising an account of knowledge that would simultaneously provide the necessary and sufficient conditions for all types of knowledge and vanquish all skeptical challenges. Persistent failures to realize this vision have prompted epistemologists to consider new directions, making the current epistemological scene an exciting area of philosophy.

Virtue epistemology represents one promising line of inquiry. Virtue epistemology’s main focus is to explore habits of mind such as intellectual humility, open-mindedness, proper tenacity, and love of truth, habits that help us successfully to acquire intellectual goods such as wisdom, knowledge, understanding, and interpretive sensitivity. Unlike most of 20th century epistemology, the goal of virtue epistemology is not to analyze the concept of knowledge and its component parts, but to “regulate” intellectual lives by describing and prescribing traits that make for intellectual excellence.

Tremendous advantages accompany this approach to epistemology. It greatly expands the proper subject matter of epistemology and is sensitive to the challenges posed by complex sorts of knowledge, such as moral, religious, interpersonal, and self-knowledge. It requires that epistemology think about the whole person, and it explores the ways our moral and volitional natures contribute to our intellectual formation. It has interdisciplinary applications that encourage one to reflect on the virtues and vices most germane to scientists, educators, churchmen, and ordinary laypersons. Virtue epistemology is the very opposite of ivory tower theorizing; it offers itself as a helpful approach to the intellectual life for all thinking persons. 

This five-day seminar will explore the main contours of virtue epistemology, with particular emphasis on the nature of intellectual virtues, the cognitive faculties they perfect, the intellectual goods they help us to win, and the intellectual practices in which they are cultivated. The seminar will not be purely theoretical, but will explore several intellectual virtues and vices in detail, noting carefully their effects on our intellectual lives. Readings will be assigned in advance, to prepare for each day’s topic. Each session will begin with brief comments by the seminar directors, with ample time for discussion to follow.
Seminar Schedule

Day 1: The Current Scene: What are the main emphases of a virtue approach to epistemology? How are they continuous with and different from epistemology’s aims during the last century?

Day 2: Virtues and Goods: Why should epistemology encompass study not only of knowledge, but also wisdom, understanding, interpretive sensitivity, and more? What exactly are the intellectual virtues, and how do they allow us to secure intellectual goods?

Day 3: Faculties and Practices: Virtues perfect our faculties, such as our powers of perception, reasoning, and will. We will examine the place of the will in the proper functioning of our faculties and the relation of the will to the virtues. Also, virtues are cultivated in the context of social practices, such as reading, dialogue, research, and formal schooling. We will discuss how we cultivate virtues amidst various practices and how the aims of the practice are abetted by intellectually virtuous persons.

Day 4: Intellectual Humility and Intellectual Generosity: Intellectual humility is an intellectual virtue that checks our tendencies to vanity, arrogance, pretension, and domination in the intellectual life. The intellectually generous person takes seriously the goal of enlarging not just his own, but others’ share of intellectual goods. He is concerned that others grow in knowledge, wisdom, and understanding, and gives himself in various ways to persons and practices that bring these goods within the reach of others. 

Day 5: Proper Tenacity of Belief and Practical Wisdom: Tenacity refers to the sort of hold we have on our beliefs and our readiness to retain them in the face of criticism. We will explore how our concerns for intellectual goods shape virtuous tenacity and how it checks improper forms of tenacity such as dogmatism, dilettantism, wishy-washiness, and ironicism. Practical wisdom, or prudence, is the crown of intellectual virtue, and might be characterized as the ability to think well in order to live well. It is a master intellectual virtue as its presence and contributions are required in all areas of virtuous intellectual life.

Seminar Registration—This year’s seminar fee will be $375.00, covering tuition, room, and meals for the week. Travel and books are additional. Participation will be limited to 20. We invite you to apply for this seminar by sending a curriculum vita and a brief letter of interest by the application deadline of April 25, 2003 to:



Douglas Henry

Secretary-Treasurer—BAPT

P.O. Box 97270 · Waco, TX 76798-7270
Phone: 254.710.4860· Fax: 254.710.4713

Douglas_Henry@baylor.edu

Call for Membership Dues
The Baptist Association of Philosophy Teachers (BAPT), organized in 1987, exists to support the teaching of philosophy on baptist campuses, to enhance the intellectual tradition of baptists, and to provide a forum for the integration of evangelical Christian faith with philosophical scholarship. BAPT serves its members as a forum for shared concerns, a sounding board for addressing philosophical issues, and a network for the encouragement of professional development. BAPT membership is open to all those who teach philosophy in Baptist colleges, universities, and seminaries, to those who are Baptists teaching philosophy in other institutions, and to other professional philosophers who support its purposes.

We invite you to support the Baptist Association of Philosophy Teachers with dues of $10.00 for the 2003-2004 biennium. Please make checks payable to “BAPT.” Send dues to the Secretary-Treasurer at:



Douglas Henry

Secretary-Treasurer—BAPT

P.O. Box 97270 · Waco, TX 76798-7270
Phone: 254.710.4860· Fax: 254.710.4713

Douglas_Henry@baylor.edu

 (Members who paid dues at the September 2002 meeting are current with their dues payment.)

Information for the 2003 BAPT Directory

If you would like to be included in the next BAPT Directory to be distributed in April 2003, please send your information to Douglas Henry at the address above before March 31, 2003.

Name:

Mailing Address:

E-mail Address:

Phone Numbers: 
(Home)


(Office)





(FAX)
Do you know persons who would like to receive the BAPT newsletters and announcements?  Please send their addresses to the Secretary-Treasurer and tell them about the BAPT website: 

www.baylor.edu/~Philosophy/BAPT/BAPT.html
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Business Meeting

October 12, 2002, Wingate University

1. President Edwin Bagley (Wingate University) called the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m. in The George A. Batte, Jr. Fine Arts Center Gallery.

2. Bob Kruschwitz (Baylor University) distributed, Dennis Sansom (Samford University) seconded, and members approved the 2000-2002 Financial Statement:

	Opening Balance (22 September 2000)
	 $  326.81 

	Expenses:
	

	2000 Bieenial Meeting
	

	  Plenary Speaker's Honorarium
	 $  (250.00)

	  Dinner
	 $  (368.76)

	  Snack Breaks
	 $  (155.65)

	  Miscellaneous (Baylor University Philosophy Dept.)
	 $   (76.02)

	2001 Seminar
	

	  Leader's Honorarium
	 $ (1,000.00)

	  Moreau Seminary
	 $ (2,160.00)

	  Printing (readings booklet)
	 $  (251.50)

	Newsletter
	

	  Printing
	 $  (127.05)

	  Postage
	 $  (218.76)

	Office Supplies
	 $   (24.88)

	
	

	Income:
	

	Memberships
	 $   430.00 

	2000 Bieenial Meeting
	

	  Registration Fees
	 $   790.00 

	2001 Seminar
	

	  Registration Fees
	 $ 3,520.00 

	
	

	Closing Balance (10 October 2002)
	 $  434.19 


3. Edwin Bagley reported the Executive Committee’s nominations:

· Byron Eubanks (Ouachita Baptist University) for Vice President (President–Elect) for 2002-2004. 

· Mike Robinson (Cumberland College) for Member At-Large for 2002-2006.

· Douglas Henry (Baylor University) for Secretary-Treasurer for 2002-2006.

There were no other nominations from the floor. These members were elected by acclamation.

4. Edwin Bagley advertised the evening outing to Palomino Restaurant in Charlotte and requested members to sign up for that event.

5.  Bob Kruschwitz (Baylor University) reported the Executive Committee’s recommendation that:

·  Bob Roberts (Baylor University) and Jay Wood (Wheaton College) be invited to co-direct the 2003 BAPT Seminar on “Virtue Epistemology.” The seminar will be held May 18-24, 2003 at Moreau Seminary.

· John Hare (Calvin College) be invited to direct the 2005 BAPT Seminar.

These recommendations were approved.

6.  Dan Stiver (Logdson School of Theology, Hardin-Simmons University) and Dennis Sansom (Samford University) extended invitations to host the 2004 BAPT Meeting site. These offers were referred to the Executive Committee for discussion.

7. Dennis Sansom moved, David Holley (University of Southern Mississippi) seconded, and members unanimously approved a motion to thank Edwin Bagley and Wingate University for hosting the 2002 BAPT meeting, Bob Kruschwitz for serving as Secretary-Treasurer since the beginning of the organization, and Margaret Tate for substituting as plenary speaker for David Solomon (who could not attend the meeting due to illness).

8. As there was no further business, Edwin Bagley adjourned the meeting at 12:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Kruschwitz

BAPT Secretary-Treasurer
